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Article 21 – CPA Recision

To see if the Town will vote to adopt Section 298 of Chapter 149 of the Acts of 2004, which
allows the Town to replace the Cape Cod Open Space Land Acquisition Program with the
Community Preservation Act and dedicate the three percent property tax surcharge currently
being assessed through fiscal year 2020, along with state matching funds that will be available to
the Town under the Community Preservation Act, to a special “Community Preservation Fund”
that may be appropriated and spent for certain open space, historic resources and affordable
housing purposes, effective for the fiscal year beginning on July 1, 2011, or take any other action
in relation thereto.

(Board of Selectmen)

Motion: By David Whitcomb, Clerk, Board of Selectmen
I move that the Town adopt Section 298 of Chapter 149 of the Acts of 2004,
which allows the Town to replace the Cape Cod Open Space Land Acquisition
Program with the Community Preservation Act and dedicate the three percent
property tax surcharge currently being assessed through fiscal year 2020, along
with state matching funds that will be available to the Town under the
Community Preservation Act, to a special “Community Preservation Fund” that
may be appropriated and spent for certain open space, historic resources and
affordable housing purposes, effective for the fiscal year beginning on July 1,
2011.

Speaker: William G. Hinchey, Town Manager

Explanation: During pre-budget deliberations this past summer between the Board of
Selectmen and Finance Committee, it was suggested that one mechanism
available to lower the property tax impact on Chatham homeowners was to
replace the Land Bank tax and the Community Preservation tax with one, single
modified Community Preservation tax.  The action proposed in this article would,
therefore, replace two existing 3% surtaxes with one single 3% surtax.  The single
remaining surtax would be eligible for State matching funds.  The surtax receipts
could be used for certain open space purchases, historic renovation and
affordable housing purchases.  Although the passage of this article would provide
taxpayer relief, an additional result would be a diminished amount of new funding
for new projects until FY 2015 since the single surtax receipts would first be
earmarked for previously authorized Land Bank and Community Preservation
projects and debt service.

Board of Selectmen Recommendation:  Disapprove 3-2-0
Finance Committee Recommendation:  Disapprove 4-2-1
















































































































